Our local Youth in Action: Adrian Pantea and Horatiu Pantea

Adrian and Horatiu Pantea of Emily Carr Secondary School of Woodbridge, Ontario have been avid supporters for universal education, clean water and HIV/AIDS awareness of children in Africa. Their humanitarian efforts in this direction are exemplified through various fundraiser efforts for Stephen Lewis Foundation and Nelson Mandela Childrens Fund (Canada), as well as through their own organization, Students for Students in Africa which was set up with the help of Renuka de Silva, currently a teacher with York Region District School Board.

 Students for Students in Africa; Project Nyondo, Uganda, 2010
Objective: 

To provide an opportunity for students in Ontario to connect with students in Africa and through their activities raising funds to improve education, learn important lessons about our global community and about their own power to change the world, at least for students less fortunate than themselves.

Project Purpose:

1.
Build a much needed expansion to the existing high school, established 

by Denise and Eric Lefebvre in Nyondo, Uganda www.projectafricaonline.org

2.
Implement an arts/sports program.


3.
Provide resources for the Nyondo School and local families.


4.
Provide an opportunity for a small number of students to participate in the



construction of the classrooms and implementation of the programs.

5. Encourage self-sustainability through support of Women’s Health/Nutrition/Craft classes for the village. 

6. Develop a program (pipeline) for future projects and future students to participate.

Major Milestones:
1. Fundraise a target of $90,000 ($15/per sq. ft. for 5 classrooms at approx. 1,000 sq. ft. each, plus shipping of supplies and participant expenses) over the next three years.

2. Plan trip for early July to end of August 2010 to Uganda and to raise   $30,000 for building costs, shipping of supplies and trip expenses. 

Where does Students for Students in Africa fit in within Project Nyondo:

Students for Students in Africa is working with Project Africa which is under the umbrella of Niagara Warehouse of Hope www.warehouseofhope.com/
(Federally registered charitable organization BN88714 0689 RR001) that has many projects around the world. Anyone wishing a tax receipt for their donation to Students for Students in Africa must make their cheque payable to Niagara Warehouse of Hope and indicate on the “memo” section Project Africa-Students for Students in Africa. 
Background: 

While traveling through eastern Uganda in the mid 1990’s, Denise and Eric Lefebvre met some nuns in a very poor community called Nyondo.  Project Africa (Canadians Helping Ugandan Children, www.projectafricaonline.org) was born out of a bond with these good ladies and their need of help in building a high school. The high school was completed in 1999, consisting of eight buildings with total of 28,000 sq. ft. The school enrollment is 700+. Unfortunately, the need is much higher than can be accommodated with the existing classrooms. There is an additional need for 5 more classrooms to ensure more children have a chance for an education and a possible exit from the extreme poverty they face in Nyondo - a village wherein many people have no income whatsoever. Eric Lefebvre and Renuka de Silva’s dad (Dr. Richard de Silva) were professors together at Kenyatta University in Nairobi, Kenya in early 1980’s, hence her familiarity with this project since its inception. Renuka was recently made aware of the additional classroom need and saw an opportunity to engage local students in a unique learning experience while assisting with this very worthwhile project. Students for Students in Africa, Project Nyondo, Uganda was born.

Project Coordinators:

Renuka de Silva / Adrian Pantea / Horatiu Pantea / Sorin Pantea
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DAILY LIFE IN NYONDO, UGANDA:
Like so many other places in Africa, a visitor ‘steps back in time’. Indeed, strip off the veneer of the odd cell phone, and bicycle, the dilapidated school structures, and one can compare it to biblical times. It is a culture where logistics are a nightmare; and void of wrist watches, toothbrushes, telephones and refrigeration. Only the privileged few have electricity; and most are lacking proper food, medicine, and hope.
Bed, for many, is a thin straw mat on a dirt floor. Most families have a small plot of land on which is planted beans and cassava, providing they scrape up seed money.  Bananas are everywhere, but, if everybody has bananas, who will buy your banana crop? Usually, to have any groceries ‘in’ means a little oil and some flour. That’s it! 

Children experience overcrowding at home, where there is a scarcity of food; and a three or four kilometer walk to primary classes through driving rain for an eight o’clock start. 
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Students for Students in Africa

Biographies 

Adrian & Horatiu Pantea
Currently students in Grade 12 at Emily Carr Secondary School, the two brothers, Adrian and Horatiu have excelled in many areas of studies, as well as in sports and the arts – at Elder’s Mills, Grade 8, they won first place in Area Finals in Track and Field and Horatiu won the Grade 8 Art Award. Consequently, these successes were continued on to their high school, Emily Carr, where Adrian was awarded MVP, Rugby 2008 and Horatiu for MVP in Soccer, 2008. 

Additionally, it is commendable that the two brothers have close to 1000 hours of community service independently to their credit, and their many contributions to the community and their achievements within the community were written in community newspapers, such as the Vaughan Citizen, Vaughan Today, Vaughan Weekly, Snap Woodbridge and Vaughan Perspective. Moreover, Adrian’s and Horatiu’s time and effort of dedication to the arts have been acknowledged by both York Region District School Board (Applaud Award) and by York Region (Character Community Award). Additionally, both Adrian and Horatiu have been featured on Rogers Television for their arts. In 2009, Adrian won first place in visual art in the “My World” category hosted by Vaughan Public Libraries. More recently, both Adrian and Horatiu have won York Region District School Board’s Prestigious Student Success Leadership Award (Emily Carr S.S. 2010). 
In keeping with their humanitarian and compassionate ways, Adrian and Horatiu have contributed countless hours through art and music helping to fundraise and create awareness of HIV/AIDS, childrens’ poverty and global warming. They have also written original songs addressing causes dear to their hearts, which they intend to record in the very near future. Adrian’s and Horatiu’s band, Forgotten Remedy will definitely play a key role musically in bringing awareness to their humanitarian efforts both locally and globally.  
In an effort to continue their passionate work, Adrian and Horatiu with the help of Renuka de Silva have created an organization, Students for Students in Africa™ in order to facilitate help to needy children in the African continent. Having spearheaded several fundraisers in Ontario in the past to create awareness of poverty, and HIV/AIDS in African children and women, the two brothers are now ready to build their own charitable foundation as a natural next step.  

Students for Students in Africa will act as a direct pipeline that would enable the two brothers and other Ontario students to fund small projects through donations and fundraisers; Adrian and Horatiu are proposing to have Students for Students in Africa registered under charitable organizations in Ontario with Renuka de Silva at its helm, until Adrian and Horatiu reach the age of majority.  

The intention of this organization is mainly to raise funds in the way of donations and help African communities help their children with basic amenities. These amenities would include helping fund building of schools, wells for drinking water, school supplies and facilitating student engagement in the arts and sports through literacy. Being musicians, they plan to garner much of the support in Ontario and beyond through their musical prowess and artistic abilities. 

Adrian’s and Horatiu’s interests include music, art, sports and travel.
Renuka de Silva

Currently a teacher in York Region District School Board in the Elementary panel, Renuka teaches Primary, Junior and Intermediate art and many other subjects at Elder’s Mills P.S. Interests include addressing through the arts; social justice issues such as HIV/AIDS, poverty, anti-racism and equity in education pertaining in particular to women and children both locally and globally. A major focus for Renuka is to create awareness of social justice issues within local student leaders, so that they will be empowered to close divides that exists between the privileged, the underprivileged and marginalized. 

Having travelled extensively around the world from a young age and having lived in three continents before age 16, Renuka learned early in her life about the disparities that existed between the west and the rest of the world. Keeping Nelson Mandela’s quote close to her heart, “Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change the world”, Renuka continues to affect change in student hearts by teaching character traits such as empathy, courage and compassion through literacy and the arts. 
To her credit, she has many awards and certificate of achievements, such as sports photography (Rugby, Kenya), track and field medals (Hawaii, Kenya), written contributions to childrens’ arts magazines (Kenya), visual arts awards (Sri Lanka, Hawaii, Kenya) visual art and photography exhibitions (Sri Lanka, Kenya, York University), visual art and written research publication (London, England), Top Ten Dress Designer Award, (Fashion Design and Technique, Sheridan College), Small Business Award (Marketing Management, Humber College), Across Canada Top Sales Award (Toronto), winner of two international Vogue Magazine Editorials for fashion design (New York, Milan), a scholarship and the first place winner of an essay competition (York University). 
Within York Region and at Elder’s Mills, Renuka has spearheaded several student art exhibitions, Student art publication in an international magazine, fundraiser concerts such as HIV/AIDS (proceeds towards Stephen Lewis Foundation), Spirit of Mandela, (proceeds towards Nelson Mandela Children’s Fund, Canada), Salt March, (understanding social justice through Mahatma Gandhi initiatives) and Climate for Change – Global Warming, (art collaboration with McMichael Gallery, Kleinburg) to create awareness of local and global issues facing our world. As well, she continues to volunteer hours teaching art to various communities in Maple and Mississauga as well as giving interactive work shops on HIV/AIDS, equity at conferences such as at The Power of Literacy through the Arts, spring 2009 and Arts Spark (2007). As member of the Visual Art Leads for the York Region District School Board, Renuka continues to mentor other art teachers in social justice issues through art. In the fall of 2009, Renuka together with Adrian and Horatiu offered a workshop at the Quest conference entitled; Intrinsic Awareness leads to a Social Conscience - The Journey of Two Students and plans are under way to present at 2010 Quest Conference, the “Continued Journey of Two Students.”
Renuka’s interests include recreational scuba diving, travel, arts, writing and solitude.  
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